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1. HE Town of North in Mau- 
1 4 Eugland contains about 200 Families. 
4% = After a more than ordinary . Licentiouſ- 
ies in the People here, a Concern for 


X 2k}: Religion began to revive, in the Year 
3 1729 "Far more obſervably in 17333 where there was 
1 General Reformation of Ontward Dilorders, wp 

has continued ever ſince. 

2. Soon aſter, a remarkable Cancers began, to ap- 
pang in a little Village, three Miles from the Town. 
From thence it ſpread to us in Spring 1734, and\1 in- 

creas'd during the Summer. In Autumn I propoſed it 

to the young People, to ſpend the Evenings in Social 

; Reliniah and to that End, to divide themſelves into 
{ſeveral Companies, 1 to; get in various Parts of the 
"FIN A 2 | | Town: 


© FIT 


Town: Which was accordingly done, and the Exam. 
ple afterwards imitated by Elder People. 

3. About this Time I began to 32 concern ing 
Juſtification by Faith anne. This was attended 
very remarkable Bleſſing : "The People in r were 
deeply concern'd, and began earneſtly to ſeek Accept- 
ance with Gop and Salvation in the Way of the Goſ- 
pel. And then it was, in December, that the Spirit of 
God began wonderfully to work among us. A great 


and earneſt Concern about the Things of Gop ran 


æhro' all Parts of the Town. And the Noiſe among 
the Dry Boxes waxed louder and lougler : All Tall# but 
of Eternal Things was lald aſide. The Converſation 
in all Companies (unleſs ſo far as was neceſſary for the 
carrying on of Worldly Buſineſs) was wholly upon Re- 
ligion. The Minds of People were ſtrangely taken off 
from the World: It was treated as a Thing of very 
little Importance: Men follow?d their Bun, only as 
a Part of their Duty; the Temptation now lying on 
that Hand, to zeg/z& Worldy Affairs, and to ſpend 
too much Time in the immediate Exerciſes of Religion. 
And this Thing was exceedingly miſrepreſented, by 
Reports ſpread in diſtant Parts of the Land, as tho” the 
People hve had wholly thrown by all Buſineſs, and 
ſpent all their Time in Reading, Hearing and Prayer. 
| _ 4+ But tho” People did not ordinarily neglect their 
Buſineſs, yet Religion was with all ſorts: che Great 
Concern. The Thing in their View- was The. King- 


dom of Heaven, and every one appeared prefling into. 


it. There was ſcarce a Perſon in the Town left un- 
concerned. The vaineſt and looſeſt of all, and thoſe 
who were uſed to ſpeak moſt ſlightly of Tnward Reli. 
gion, were now generally in dee a of Convictions. And 
the Work increas'd daily more: So that from Day to 
Day, for many Months together, might be ſeen evident 
Inſtances of Sinners . aur 5 ne into Mar 


vellous „ Las 5 
Hence there ſoor Apper- s. a glorious Atiehign? 


80 that in the Spring and Summer following, Aus 


17 3 35, the Town ſeem'd to be full of the 5 of 


.i never was 12 ny of . and Joy, nor 
yet 
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vet of Diſtreſs as it was then. There were remarkable 
Tokens of Gop's Preſence, almoſt in every Houſe: 
Parents rejoicing over their Children as New-· born; Huſ- 
bands over their Wives, and Wives over their Huſbands. 
The Gong: of Gov abert chen ſem in his Sanctuary: Our 
Publick Aﬀemblies were beautiful : The Congregation 
was alive in Gop's Service; every one earneſtly in- 
tent on the Work ; Every Hearer eager to drink in the 
Word; the Aſſembly in general from Time to Time, 
in Tears: Some weeping with Sorrow and Diſtreſs, 
others with Joy and Love; and others with Pity and 
tender Concern for the Souls of their Neighbour s. 
6. In all Companies, on whatever Occafions Perſons 
met, CxR1sT was to be heard of and ſeen in the Midſt 
of them. Our Young People, when together, were wont 
to ſpend the Time, in talking of the Dying Love of 


Ennis, the Glorious Excellency of his Salvation, and 


his free Grace to loſt Sinners. And even at Weddings, 
there was now no Diſcourſe but of Religion, and no 
Appearance of any but Spiritual Mirth. - Ho LAT 
7. When this Work of Gos began, others round 
about us ſeem*d not to know what to make of it: And 
there were many that ſcoffed at and ridical'd it. But 
it was very obſervable of many who occaſionally came 
among us, that what they ſaw here, ſoon cured them of 


' fach a Temper. Strangers were generally ſurprized, 


to find Things ſo much beyond whiat they had heard, 
and were wont to tell others, that the State of the 
Town could not be conceiv'd by thoſe that had not 
ſeen it. And moſt'of them went home with wounded 


Hearts, and with ſuch Impreſſions as never wore off. 


There were many Inſtances alſo of Perſons that came to 


Town, on Viſits or on Bufineſs, who had not been ker 


long, before they partook of that Shower of Bleſſing 


and went home rejoicing z till at length the ſame Work 
began evidently to appear in ſeverat other Towns in 


Wy CH 7 Of OH 200 cr os f aa, 
8. In the Month of March the People in Sourh- 
Hadley began to be ſeized with deep Concern about the 


Things of Religion; which ſoon became univerſal: 
And the Work of Gop has been very wonderful here 


. | not 


3 aL % 
i . 


% 


8 1 
not much, if any thing, ſhort A what it has been 
here, in Proportion to the Bigneſs of the Place. About 


the ſame Time it began to break forth in the Weſt 
Part of Sufield, and ſoon ſpread into all Parts of the 


Town, It next appeared at Sunderland, and ſoen over- 


ſpread the Town; and I believe was, for a Seaſon, not 
| If remarkable than it was here. About the fame 


Time, it began to appear in a Part of Deer eld, called 


Green River, and afterwards fill'd the Town. II began | 
alſo to be manifeſt, in the South. Part. of Hatfield, in a 


Place called the Hill, and after that the avho/e Toaun, in 
the ſecond Week in April, ſeemed to be ſeized, as it 
were at once, with Concern about the Things of Gon. 
There has been alſo a very general Awakening at Veſt. 
Spring field, and Long-Meadow ; and in Enfield, there 
was for a Time a general Concern amongſt ſome that 
before had been very looſe Perſons. About the ſame 
Time that this appeared at Exfield, the Reverend Mr. 
Bull of Weffield inform'd me, that there had been a 
great Alteration there, and that more had been. done 


in oze Week than in ſeven Years before. Something e of 


this Work likewiſe appeared in the firſt Precinct in 
Spring field, principally i in the North and South 8 


of the Pariſh. And in Hadley old Town, there gra- 


dually appear d ſo much of a Work of Gop, as at 
another Time would have been thought worthy of 
much Notice. For a. hrt Time there was alſo a very 

eat and general Concern, of the like Nature, at 
Northfela. And wherever this Concern appeared, it 


ſeemed not to be in vain: But in every Place Gon 


brought ſaving Bleſſings with him, and i, Word at- 
tended with his Spirit, return d not void. It might well 
be ſaid at that Time in all Parts of the County, ho 
ere theſe that fly as a Cloud, and as Doves to their 
Windows ? TY 5.3 oy 

9. This remarkable pouring out of the \pirit o op, 
which thus extended 2 e. ca gf the other of this 
County, was not conſin d to it, but many N in Con- 
nreclicut have partook in the ſame Mercy Wi 
Pariſh in Windſor was thus bleſt about 3 e ime, 


while: we Had no o Knowledge of en other's Circum- 


ſtances: 4 
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tao be entirely ta their Satisfaction; and that the one 
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ſtances. And ſomething conſiderable of the ſame Work 


began afterwards in Eaſl-· Mindſor: my honoured Father's 
Pariſh, which has in Times. paſt been a Place favoured 
ith 'Mercies of this Nature, aboue any on this Side of 
New England, except Northampton. 
10. There was alſo the'/aft Spring and 8 2 
wonderful Work of Gov carried on at Coventry. I had 
Opportunity to converſe with ſome of Coventry People, 
who gave me a very remarkable Account of the ſur- 
prizing ange that appear'd in the moſt rude and vi- 
£ious Perſons there. The like Was alſo. very great at the 
ſame Time in a Part of Lebanon, call'd The Crank, and 


at Durham: And likewiſe amongſt many of the young 


People in the firſt Precinct in Sagard. 
Something of this Work appeared in ſeveral other 


Towns in thoſe Parts, the laſt Autumm. And we have ſince 


been acquainted with ſomething very remarkable of this 
Nature at another Pariſh in Stratford call'd Rigton; 3 as 
alſo at a Part of Guilford ; at Mansfield; at Tolland; at 


Hebron; and at Balton. There was alſo no ſmall Effu- 


fion of the Spzgrr. og GOD. in the North Pariſh, in 
Preſton, in the Congregation of the Rev. Mr. Lordz 
who, with the Rev. Mr. Oæven of Groton, came up 
hither in May, the laſt Year, on purpoſe to ſee the 
Work of Gop here; and having heard various and con- 


tradictory Accounts of it, were careful to inform, and 


ſatisfy themſelves: To that End they particularly cor 
verſed with many of our People; which they declar 


half bad nat been told tbem. Mr. Lord told me that 
when he got home, he informed his Congregation o 
what he had ſeen, and that it proved the Beginning o 


the ſame Work amongſt them, which prevailed till there 


was a general Awakenin 85 and many Perſons remarkably | 


| rde 


11. But this:Shower of, divine Blefing, has: been yes 


5 more, extenſcve; There was no ſmall. Degree of it in 


ſome Parts of the Fer/eys 5.281, was inform'd when 1 
was at New-Fork, by ſome People of the Terſeys, whom 
I aW. Eſpecially i in a Place, call d The Mountains, un» 
Gs, e | ry of one * C in another 3 
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3 
ander the Miniſtry of Mr. Gilbert Tennent; ind alſo at 
another Place, under the Miniſtry of a Datch Miniſter, 
Yue! Name as I remember was Freelinghouſa. 
12. This ſeems to have been a very extraordinary 
Diſpenſation of Providence: Gop has in many Reſpects 
bone beyond his uſual, and ordinary Way. The Work 
this Town, and ſome: others about us, has been ex- 
traordinary on account of the Univerſality of it, affect- 
ing all Sorts, Sober and Vicious, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, Wiſe and Unwiſe ; it reach'd the moſt con- 
fiderable Families and Perſons, to all Appearance, as 
much as others. In former Stirriggs of this Nature, 
the Bulle of the young People have greatly affect- 
ed; but o Men, and /i##/e Children have been ſo now. 
Many of the 2 have of their own Accord, formed 
. themſelves into religious Societies, in different Parts of 
the Town: A looſe careleſs Perſon could ſcarcely find 
4 Companion in the whole Neighbourhood ; and if 
there was any one that ſeemed to remain ſenſeleſs or un- 
concerned, it was ſpoken! of as a range Thing. 
13. This Difpenfation has alſo rel very extra. 
Ad ury in the Numbers of thoſe, on whom we have 
Reason to hope it has had a faving Effect: We have 
now about 620 Communicants, which include almoſt all 
our adult Perſons. The Church was very large before; 
but Perſons never #hronged into it, as they do at the 
a Time. — Our | Sacrammnt; are eight Weeks 
under, and J received into our Communion about an 
Bandred before one Sacrament, and four-/core of tlem 
at one Time, whoſe Appearance when they preſented 
themſelves together to make an open explicit Prefeſton 
of Chriſtianity, was very affecting to the Congregation; | 
I am far from pretending to determine how many have 
lately been the Subjects of ſach Mercy; but if I may | 
be erf to declare what appears probable in 2 
Thing of this Nature, I hope more than 300 Souls 
were rode home to Chrift in this Town in the 


Space of half a Year, and about the ſame Number of 1 


ales as Females; which, by what I have heard Mr: 
Stolldird lay, has not deen uſual in Years paſt, for he 


obſerved” that in 122 Fame," u mote Women were 
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converted than Men. Thoſe of our young People, 
that are on other Accounts moſt confiderable, are moſt- 


ly, as I hope, truly Pious. Thoſe that were formerly 


\ Tooſer; are generally, to all Appearance, become true 


Lovers of Gop and CHRIST. And | hope that by far 

the greater Part of Perſons in this Town, above 16 
Vears of Age, have the ſaving Knowledge of Ixsus 
- CyrIsT; and ſo by what I heard 'T ſuppoſe it is in 
ſome other Places, particularly at Sunderland and:South- 
% TVT 


* 


14. This has alſo appeared to be a very extraordinary 


Diſpenſation, in that the Spixir of Gop has extended 
his Influences, both to elderhy Perſons, and thoſe that 


are very young. It has been heretofore 2 06 heard, 
. 3. 


that any were converted” paſt middle Age; but no-, 
we have the ſame Ground to think, that many ſuch. 
- have been e changed, as that others have been 
ſo in more early Years. I ſuppoſe there were upwards 
''of y Perſons in this Town above 40 Years of Age; 
and more than tb. of them above 50, and about 
ten of them above 60, and #60 oft em Above 70 
It has heretofore been looked on as ſtrange, when they 
have been ſavingly wrought upon, in their Childhood; 
but now, near thirty' were to Appearance fo wrought 
upon between 10 and 14 Years of Age, and rod . 

tween 9 and 10, and one of about 4 Years of Age; and 
'becauſe I ſuppoſe this laſt will be moſt difficult be- 
lieved, 1 will hereafter give a particular Account of it. 
There are ſeveral numerous Families, in Which, 
have Reaſon to hope that all the Children are tru 
pioys, and molt of them lately become ſo: And there 
are very few Houſes in the whole Town, into which 
Salvation has not lately come, in one or more In- 
ſtances. There are ſeveral Negroes, that from whiat 
was ſeen in them then, and what is diſcernible in them 
ſince,” appear to have been truly born agam in the late 
remarkable Seaſon. 5198 1 alen 101 Sb CI 


ſons ſhould be ſo fuddenly, and yet fo greatly changed: 
13 eee en Eine 26 (7 34 199 CSE Many 
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16. Gop's Work has alſo appeared very rue 


: wary, in the Degrees of the Influences of his Spirit, both 
in the Degree of Canviction, and of Saving Light, and 
Love, and Joey, that many have experienced. It has 


Many have been taken from a looſe and careleſs Way 
of Living, and ſeized. with ſtrong Convictions of their 
Guilt and Miſery, and in a very little Time old Things 
e hrs * away, and all Things have become new 
wi 


alſo been very extraordinary in the Extent of it, and its 


being ſo ſwiftly propagated from Town to Town. In 


former Times of the pouring out of the Spirit of God 


on this Town, tho' in ſome of them it was very re- 

markable, yet it reached no farther than this Town, 

while the neighbouring Towns all continued unmoved. 
The Work of Gop's Spirit ſeemed; to be at its 


teſt Height in this Town, in the former part of the 
Spring, in March and April; at which Time it was; Car- . 


* on in ſo wonderful a Manner, that ſo far as I can 
judge; there were, at leaſt, four Perſons in a Day con- 
verted to Gop, or, near in a Week, take one 
"with another for five or fix Weeks together : When 
Go in ſo remarkable a Manner took the Werk into 
his own Hands, there was as much done in a Day or 
two, as at ordinary Times, with all our Endeavours, 
and with ſuch a Bleſling as we n ed | 
Haage in a Year. * 
7. 7. Lam very ſenſible how. apt many may be 10 
"ink I am fond of magnifying and aggrandizing the 
22 3 for want of Judgment, I take every re- 
ligious Pang, and enthuſtaſtick Conceit, for ſaving Con- 
— d for this Reaſon I have forborn to publiſh 


an Account of this great Work, tho' I have ſine been 


ut upon it; but having now as I judge a ſpecial Call 
to do, 1 thought it beſt to conceal no part of it, leav- 
ing it with Gop to take care of the Credit of his own 
Work: And that diſtant Perſons may be the better able 
to judge for eee [ would be A little more large, 


2 18. L. therefore 3 dhe, 
Manner of ] Perſons oy wrought upon; and here there 
is a vt e. perhaps as manifold as che Subjects of 
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7. the Operation; but-yet-in many „ Thing there i is great 
Analogy in all. | 


"Perfons firſtare awaken'd into a 'Senſe of theiymiſerible : 
Condition by Nature, the Danger they are in of periſh: - 
ing eternally, — that it is of great Importance to. them 5 


4 that they 1 eſcape. Thoſe that before were fe- ' 


cure and” — ; are — ſenſible they were in the 
Way to Ruin in their former Courſes. Some are more 
ſuddenly ſeized; it may be, by the News of others 
Converſion, or ſomething they hear in publick, or in 
private Conference; their Conſciences are ſuddenly” 


mitten, as if their Hearts were pierc'd through with a 
Dart: Others have Awakenings that come upon them 
more gradually,” they begin at firſt to be ſomething 


more thoughtful and confiderate, ſo as tg come to 4 


C in their Minds, that tis their wiſeſt Way to 


improve the preſent Opportunity; ; and have accordingly - 
ſet themſelves ſeriouſſy to meditate,” on purpoſe to ob- 
tain Convictions; and ſo their Awakening have inereaſed, 
till a Senſe of their Miſery has had: faſt hold of chem. 
Otbert that, before this Time, had been ſomethin con- 


; cernꝰ d for their Salvation, have been made ſenſible that X 
their flack and dall; Way of ſeeking was never like to 
> attain their Purpoſe, and ſo have Been rouſed up to a : 


greater, Violence for the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
19. Theſe Awikenings when they have firſt ſeized 
on Perſons. have had two Effects: One was, that 1385 
have 2 them immediately to quit their | 
Practices: When once the Spirit of Gov began — og 
ſo. wonderfully-poured- out in à general Way in thro" the 
Town, People: had ſoon done with their old Quarrels, 
Backbitings; and. intermeddling with other Men's Mat- 
ters; Poriglas: kept much at home; none went abroad 
unleſs on neceſſary Buſineſs, or on ſome religious Ac- 


count, and every Day ſeemed in many reſpects like a 


Sabbath-Day.———The other Effect was, that it put 


them on earneſt Applieation to the Means of Salvation, 


Reading, Prayer, Meditation, the Ordinatices'of Gop's 
Houſ duſe, and private Conference; their Cry was, I hat 
ſhall aue do to be ſaveds The Place of Reſort was now. | 
altered, i it was * Tavern, but the 1 

Que ; 


4 12 4 ? 
Houle ;. that was throng'd. far more than ever the Ta- | 
vern had been wont to be. 

20. There is a great Variety, as to the Degree: of 
Fear and Trouble that Perſons are in, before they ob- 
tain any comfortable Evidences of Pardon ind Accep- 
tance. Some are from the Beginning carried on with 
abundantly more Hope: Some have had ten Times leſs 
Trouble of Mind than others, in whom yet the Iſſue 
ſeems to be the ſame. Some have had ſuch a Senſe of 
the Diſpleaſure of Gon, and the great Danger they / 
were 5 of Damnation, that they could not ſleep at 
Nights; and many haye ſaid that when they laid down, 

the Thoughts c of ſleeping in fuck a Condition have been 
fa] to them, and they haye ſcarcely been free 
from Terror while they were alleep; and have awaked : 
with Fear, a "nd Diftreſs ſtill on their Spirits: And often L 
the Concern that has been on their Minds, has had a. 
painful Influence on their Bodies, and given Dittarhance | 
to animal Nature. 11 1. 

21. The awful Apprehenſions Perſons aye. had of - 
their Miſery, have for the: moſt: part been increaſing, as 
they have approached to Deliverance; tho they — ; 
1 through many, Changes, in the Frame of their 

ds; Sometimes they think themſelves wholly ſenſe · 
leſs, and fear that the Spirit of Gop has leſt them, and 
that they are given up to a judicial Hardneſs; yet they 
appear very deeply troubled with that Fear, and are in » 
great Earneſt to « Cunvictions again. + Jai 1 
| Together with thoſe Fi ears, and that Exerciſe of Mind 
which is 1 and which they. have os Ground 


0 
| e that is aid to 5 — 
the es Way; and there is pothing that the Devil 
ſeems to make. ſo great a Handle of , unleſs it be the 
real Corruption of the Heart be 
Sz But. it is remarkable, there, 5 been far Jeſs of ! 
this Mixture now than was wont to be in Perſons under 
ee other Times; yea, many chat 1 
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[13 ] 
had been exceedingly involved in ſuch Difficulties, feem 
now ſtrangely to be ſet at Liberty : Sowe that had for 
a long Time been entangled with peculiar Tempta- 


tions, of one ſort or other, and unprofitable and hurt- 


ful Diſtreſſes, were ſoon helped over them, and Con- 
victions have been ſucceſsfully carried on in the Way to 
Life: And thus Satan ſeemed to be reſtrain'd, till to- 


= wards the latter End, when God's Spirit was about to 


withdraw. | | 
Many under great Awakenings were concerned, 


Z becauſe they thought they were not more awaken'd, 
burt ſleeping upon the Brink of Hell: And the Senſe of 


the Need they have to be awakened, grows upon them 


with their Awakenings ; ſo that they ſeem to themſelves 


to be very ſenſeleſs, when indeed - moſt ſenſible. There 
have been ſome Inſtances of Perſons that have had as 
great a Senſe of their Danger and Miſery, as their Na- 
tures could well ſubſiſt under, and yet they have expreſt 
themſelves much amazed at their own Inſenſibility and 
Sottiſhneſs, in fuch an extraordinary Time as it then 


2 - Perſons are frequently brought to the Borders of De- 
ſpair, a little before the Day dawns in their Souls: 


Some there have been who have had ſuch a Senſe of 
Gop's Wrath for Sin, that they have been overborn, 
and made to cry out under an aſtoniſhing Senſe of their 
Guilt, wondering that Gop ſuffers ſuch guilty Wretches 
to live upon Earth, and that he doth not immediately 
ſend them to Hell. And ſometimes their Guilt does fo 


glare them in the Face, that they are in exceeding Ter- 


ror for fear that Gop will inſtantly do it. In others 
theſe Terrors don't ſeem to be ſo ſharp, when near 


Comfort, as before; but they are led further into their 
own Hearts, to a deeper Senſe of their own univerſal 
Depravity and Deadneſs in Sin. | 


23. The Corruption of the Heart diſcovers itſelf va- 


rious Ways in the Time of Conviction; ſometimes it 


appears in a great Struggle, like ſomething, rouſed by 
an Enemy, and Satan the old Inhabitant ſeems to exert 
himſelf, like a Serpent diſturb'd and enraged. Many 
in ſuch Circumſtances, ſelt great Envy towards 


thoſe 
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thoſe that are lately converted, and moſt of all towards 
their Acquaintance and Companions : Indeed ſome have 
felt many Heart · riſings againſt Gop, and Murmurings 
at his Ways of dealing with Mankind, and his Dealings 
with themſelves in particular. But it has been much in- 
ſiſted on, that Perſons ſhould have the utmoſt Dread of 
ſuch Thoughts, which tend exceedingly to quench: the 
Spirit of Gop, And when ſuch a Spirit has much pre- 
vailed, and Perſons have not earneſtly ſtrove againſt it, 
it has ſeem'd to be exceedingly. to the Hindrance of 
their Souls: But in ſome other Inſtances, where they 
have been much terrified at the Sight of ſuch Wicked- 
neſs in their Hearts, Gop has brought Good out of 
Evil; and made it a Means of convincing them of their 
own deſperate Sinfulneſs, and bringing them off from 

all Self- eonfidence. JJ 
The Drift of the Spirit of Gop herein has ſeem'd 
evidently to be, to make Way for a Conviction of their 
. abſolute Dependance on his ſovereign Power and Grace, 
and the Neceflity of a Mediator, by leading them more 
and more to a Senſe of their exceeding Wickedneſs, and 
Guiltineſs in his Sight; and of the Pollution, and In- 
ſufficiency of their own Righteouſneſs ; to ſhew them 
that they can in no wiſe help themſelves, and that Goo 
would be wholly juſt in rejecting them, and all that 
they do, and in caſting them off for ever: 'Tho' there |! 
be a vaſt Variety, as to the Manner and Diſtinctneſs of 
Perſons Convictions of theſe Things. 
As they are more and more convinced of the Corrup- 
tion and Wickedneſs of their Hearts, they ſeem to 
themſelves to grow worſe and worſe, harder and blinder, 
and more deſperately wicked, inſtead of growing better. 
Under the Senſe which the Spirit of Gop gives them 
of their Sinfulneſs, they often think that they differ 
from all others; their Hearts are ready to fink with the 
Thought, that they are the worſt of all, and that none | 
ever obtained Mercy that were ſo wicked as they. 
At firf!t, their Conſciences are commonly moſt exer- 
ciſed about their outward vicious Courſe, or other Acts 
of Sin; but afterwards they are more burdened with a 
Senſe of Heart - ſins, the dreadful Corruption of their 
A „„ Nature, 
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Nature, their Enmity againſt Gov, the Pride of their 
Hearts, their Unbelief, their Rejection of CarIsT, the 
Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy of their Wills; and the. 
like. In many, Gop makes much uſe of their own 
Experience, in the Courſe of their Awakenings and En- 
deavours after ſaving Good, to convince them of their 
own vile Emptineſs and univerſal Depravit̃xy. 

24. Very often under the firſt Awakenings, when 
they are brought to reflect on their paſt Lives, and have 
a terrifying Senſe of Gop's Anger, they ſet themſelves 
to walk more ſtrictly, and confeſs their Sins, and per- 
form many religious Duties, with a ſecret Hope of ap- 
peaſing Gop's Anger and making up for the Sins they 
have committed: And oftentimes, at firſt ſetting out, 
their Affections are moved and they are full of Tears 
in their Confeſſions and Prayers, which they are ready 
to make very much of, as tho' they were ſome Atonement, 
and had Power to move correſpondent Affections in 
God too: And hence they are for a while big with 
Exupectation of what Gov will do for them; and con- 
Ceive that they grow better a- pace, and ſhall ſoon be 
thoroughly converted. But theſe Affections are but 
* ſhort-liv'd, they quickly find that they fail, and then 
they think themſelves to be grown worſe again; they 
don't find ſuch a Proſpe& of being ſoon converted as 
they thought; inſtead of being nearer, they ſeem to be 
farther off ; their Hearts they think are grown harder, and 
by this Means their Fears of periſhing greatly increaſe. 
But tho' they are diſappointed, they renew their At- 
tempts again and again; and ftill as their Attempts are 
multiplied, ſo are their Diſappointments; all fails, they 
zee no Token of having inclined Gop's Heart to them, 
they don't ſee that he hears their Prayers at all, as they 
expected he would; and ſometimes there have been 
great Temptations ariſing hence to leave off ſeeking, 
and to yield up the Caſe. And as they are ſtill more 
terrified with Fears of | periſhing, and their Hopes of 
prevailing on Gos in a great Meaſure fail, ſometimes 
their religious Affections have turn'd into Heart- riſings 
againſt Gop, becauſe that he won't pity them, and 
ſeems to have little Regard to their Diſtreſs, and to all 
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mitted the unpardonable Sin, and that Gop will ſurely 


renewed; but think that as yet they are not ft to come 


They find not yet the Appearance of any Good, but all 


how blind they are, and how little they can do ona 


go about to waſh. away their own Defilements, and 


yam, | till GoD ſhows them 'tis in vain, and that their 
Help is not where they have ſought it, but elſewhere. 


ten times as long as others, before their own Experience 


1 


the Pains they take. They think how ſoon others have 

obtained Comfort, and thoſe too that were worſe than 
they, and have not laboured ſo much as they have done, 
and ſometimes fall into dreadful blaſphemous Thoughts. 
When they reflect on theſe wicked Workings of Heart 
a gainſt Gop, they have ſtill more diſtreſſing Apprehen- 
ons of his Anger, and it may be fear they have com- 


now never ſhew Mercy to thghem. : 

25. But then perhaps by ſomething they read or hear 
of the infinite Mercy of Gop, and All-ſufficiency of 
CurtsT for the Chief of Sinners; they have ſome Hope 


to C.;R15T ; and then ſet themſclves upon a new Courſe 
ot Endeavours to make themſelves better, and ſtill meet 
with new Diſappointments : They are earneſt to enquire 
what they ſhall do? They don't know but there is 
ſomething elſe to be done, in order to their obtaining 
conyerting Grace, that they have never done yet. It 
may be they hope that they are ſomething better than 
they were; but the pleaſing Dream ſoon vaniſhes again. 


looks as dark as Midnight to them. Thus they wander 
about from Mountain to Hill, ſeeking Reſt, and find- 
ing none: When they are beat out of one Refuge they 
By to another, till being broken and ſebdued, Gop 
gives them à Conviction of their own utter Helpleſſneſs 
and Inſufficiency, and diſcovers the true Remedy, a 
Knowiedge of CHRISTH and his Goſpel. 7 

Mien that begin to ſeek Salvation are commonly pro- 
foundly ignorant of themſelves; they are not ſenſible 


bringing . themſelves to ſee ſpiritual Things aright; 
they are not ſenſible how remote they are from the 
Love of God, and all other holy Diſpoſitions. When 
they ſee unexpected Pollution in their own Hearts, they 


make themſelves clean: And they weary themſelves in 


But ſome continue wandering in à kind of Labyrinth, 


1 


teous Gop. 


1 3 
E191 
Will convince them of their Inſufficiency; and fo it 


3 


ßen not to be their own Experience only, but the 


24 


24 
_ OR 


26, There have been ſome who have not had great Ter- 
rors, but have had a very quick Work. Some of thoſe 
that have not had ſo deep a Conviction before, have, it 
may be, much more of it after their Converſion. Gon 
has. appeared far from limiting himſelf to any certain 
Method in his Proceedings with Sinners under Con- 
victions. In /ome Inſtances. it ſeems eaſy for our rea- 
ſoning Powers to diſcern the Methods of divine 
Wiſdom. herein; In others his Footſteps cannot be tra- 
ced, and his. Ways are paſt ſinding out: And ſome that 
are /e/5 diſlin&ly wrought upon, in what is preparatory 

to Grace, appear no Jeſs eminent afterwards. 
There is in nothing a greater Difference, in different 
Perſons, than with reſpect to the Time of their being 
under Trouble; ſome but a fe-w Days, and others for 
Months or Vears. There were many in this Town, 
that had been, before this Effuſion of Gop's Spirit up- 
on us, ſor Vears, and ſome for many Vears, concerned 


7 


about their Salvation; and to ſuch a Degree as to be 


very uneaſy, to live an uncomfortable diſquieted Life, 
without any Evidence of a good Eſtate, who now have 


received Light; but many of them were ſome of the 


laſt : They firſt ſaw Multitudes of others rejoicing, and 
with Songs of Deliverance in their Mouths, who ſeem- 
ed wholly careleſs and at eaſe, and in purſuit of Vanity, 
while they had been bowed down with Solicitude about 
their Souls; yea, ſome had lived licentiouſſy, and fo 
continued till a little before they were converted, and 
ew up to a holy Rejoicing in the infinite Bleſſings Gon 
beſtowed upon hem. 
B 3 | 27. And 


OP T a8"3 .* 
27. And whatever Miniſter has a like Occaſion to 
deal with Souls, in a Flock under ſuch Circumſtances, 
He will ſoon find himſelf under a Neceſſity greatly to 
inſiſt upon. it with them, that Gop is under no manner 
of Obligation to ſhew them Mercy; And that a Man 
can challenge nothing in Juſtice from any thing he does 
before he has believed on Jeſus Chriſt. It appears to 
me, that if I had taught thoſe under Trouble, any o- 
ther Doctrine, I ſhould have taken the direct Courſe to 
have undone them; I ſhould have directly croſs'd what 
was plainly the Drift of the Spirit of Goo in his Influ- 
ences upon them; for if they had believed what J ſaid, 
it would either have promoted Careleſſneſs, and ſo put 
an End to their Awakenings; or block'd up their Way *' 
to that Humiliation before the Sovereign Diſpoſer of . | 
Life and Death, whereby Gop is wont to prepare us 
for his Conſolations: And I have found no Diſcourſes 
more remarkably bleſſed, than thoſe in which the Doct- 
rine of Gop's juſt Liberty, with regard to anſwering 
the Prayers, or ſucceeding the Pains of meer natu- 
ral Men, continuing ſuch, have been inſiſted on. 
J never found ſo; much immediate Fruit, of any Diſ- 
courſes I have preached, as of ſome from thoſe Words, 
Rom. iii. 19. That every Mouth may be topped ; endea- 
vouring to ſhew from thence, that it would be juſt with 
Gop were he to caſt us off for ever. _ - _ 
28. Commonly the firſt Thing that appears after Men 
kave been much awakened, is a Conviction of the Ju- 
ice of GoD in their Condemnation, in à Senſe of their 
own exceeding Sinfulneſs, and the Vileneſs of all their 
Performances: In giving an Account of this, they ex- 
preſs d themſelves very variouſſy; ſome, that they ſaw 
that Gop was Sovereign, and might receive others and 
reject them; ſome that they were convinced, that Gon 
might juſtiy beſtow Mercy on every Perſon in the Town, 
and on every Perſon in the World, and damn themſelves 
to all Eternity; ſome, that they ſee that God may juſtly 
have no regard to all the Pains they have taken, and all 
| the Prayers they have made; ſome, that they ſee that 
if they ſhould ſeek, and take the utmoſt Pains all their 
Lives, Gop might juſtly caſt them into Hell at laſt, be- 
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cauſe all their Labours, Prayers, and Tears cannot make 
an Atonement for the leaſt Sin, nor merit any Bleſſing 
at the Hands of God ; ſome have declared themſelves 


to be in the Hands of Gov, that he can, and may, diſ- 


poſe of them juſt as he pleaſes ;| ſome, that Go may 


glorify himſelf in. their Damnation, and they wonder 


that Gop has ſuffered them to live ſo long, and has not 
caſt em anto Hell Jong ... | 
Some are brought to this Conviction by a great Senſe 
of their Sinfulneſ, in general, that they are, ſuch vile 
wicked Creatures in Heart and Life: Others have the 
Sins of their Lives in an extraordinary manner ſet before 
them, Multitudes of them coming juſt then freſh. to 
their Memory, and being ſet before them with their 
Aggravations. Some have their Minds eſpecially fixed, 


on ſome particular wicked Practice, they have indulged; 


others on the Corruption of their Hearts. Some are 
deeply convinced by a View they have of the Hor- 


ridneſs of ſome particular Exerciſes. of Corruption, in 


the Time of their Awakening, whereby the Enmity of 
the Heart againſt Gop has been manifeſted ; and others 
by a Senſe of the Sin of Unbelief, the Oppoſition: of 
their Hearts to the Way of Salvation by CHRIST, and 
their Obſtinacy in rejecting him and his Grace. 

209. There is a great deal of Difference as to Perſons 
Diftin@nefs here; ſome have not ſo clear a Sight of 


Gop's Juſtice in their Condemnation; but yet men- 


tion Things that plainly imply it. They acknowledge 
Gov to be juſt in his Threainings, and that. they ave 
deſerving of nothing: And many Times, tho” they had 
not a Sight of it at the Beginning, they have very clear 
Diſcoveries, of it afterwards, with great Humblings in 
© Commonly, Perſons Minds immediately before this 
Doo Cas hm an evneding. rolldes tag 
in a kind of Struggle and Tumult, and ſometimes in 

nicer Angbich; bus generally, as ſoon as they have this 

Conviction, it brings their Minds to 2 calm Compo- 
ſyre, And moſt frequently, tho not always, chen the 
preſſing Weight upon their Spirits is taken away, and a. 
general eee ee eee 
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will be graetous, even befbre any ain Diſcoveries or 
Mere. And often they then come to a Conclifion 
within themſelves, that they will lie at Gob's Feet, i 
and wait his Time.” 9 
30. In many, the firſt dw or tk haltet of Þ 
Gov in then Condemnati6h, which they take particu- 
lar Notice of, and probably the firſt ili Conviction 
of it that they Have, does not appear to be forced by | 
meer Terrors ànd Convictions; for there is th it a Tort of 
Complatency of Soul, in the Attribute of God's uftice, | 
as diſplay'd Hhis Threatriings of eternal Damnation tq 
Sinners, Sometimes at the Diſcovery, of it, they can 
ſcaree fofbear crying out , © ar © TUST! 18 | 
JUST. Some expreſs themifelves, that they ſee the 
Glory of Gob would Hire bright i in their own Condem- 
nation; and they are ready to think that if the. are = 
damned, they could take Part with Gop àgainſt t ein. 
ſelves, Ah $lorify 4 uſtice therein. And when it is 
thus, they 5 ave ſome evident Senſe of free 
md all:ſufficient Grace, tho they give no diſtinct Ae: 
ebint'of it, bit "tis matifell, by hte Degree of Hope 
and Fncouragemient t that they then conceive, tho? they 
were never ſo ſenſible of their own. Vileneſs. 
Some, When in ſuch Cireumſtances, have felt that 
Senſe of the Excellency of Gov's Juſtice, againſt ſuch 
Sinfulhefs as theirs was, and have had ſuch'a Submiſ- 
oft ef Mind together with" an exceeding loathing of 
their own Upworckinet, and a kind of age ation a- 
gainſt themſelves,” that the aye call'd it a Willing gueſs | 
o be damned; tho it mult be owned they had not dea 
Hem 6f Damnation, nor does any Word in the Bible 
require ſuch Self- denial as this. But the Truth j IS, a8 
ſome have, more clearly. expreſt it, Salvation Weed 
vob good for them. ; they were worthy 0 " nothing ut Con- 
denmation, _ they could u fell how to think af Salty 4 
— Being 5 ocbed upon them. feating i it was inconfift 7055 


cor the of Gap? s. Majeſty, ic they had 
a 3 ronted.” 9D. ; 29 8 A 


r. "That Calm 6 E Spirit Which ſome have found af. 
thr "their Diſtreſs, continued ſome Time before any ſpe- 
Cal Matfettation of the Favour of Gov. But in 


others 
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others often the comfortable View of a merciful Gop, 


and a ſufficient Redeemer, immediately followed. And 
in ſeveral, the firſt Sight of their juſt Deſert of Hell, and 


of Gop's Love were ſo near, they ſeem'd to go to- 


gether. TE, | W ; 
_ Theſe gracious Diſcoveries are in many Reſpeas 

very various; more frequently CHRIS v is diſtinctly made 
the Object of the Mind, in his All- ſufficiency and Wil- 


lingneſs to ſave Sinners: But ſome have their Thoughts 


more eſpecially fixed on God, in ſome of his glorious 
Attributes manifeſted in the Goſpel, and ſhining forth 
in the Face of CnRISH : Some view the All- ſufficiency of 
the Mercy and Grace of Gop ; ſome chiefly the infinite 
Power of God, and his Ability to ſave them, and to 
do all Things for them; and ſome look moſt at the 
Truth and Faithfulneſs of Gop. In ame, the Truth 
and Certainty of the Goſpel in general is the firſt joyful 
Diſcovery they have; in  others,- the dertain Truth of 
{ome particular Promiſes ; in ſome, the Grace and Sin- 
cerity of Gop. in his Invitations, very commonly in 
ſome particular Invitation. Some are ſtruck with the 
Glory and Wonderfulneſs of the dying Love of CuRISTNH; 
and ſome with the Sufficiency and Preciouſneſs of his 
Blood, as offer'd to make an Atonement for Sin; and 
others with the Value and Glory of his Obedience and 
Righteouſneſs. In ſome the Excellency and Lovelineſs 


of CnRIisꝶ chiefly engages their Thoughts; in ſome! his 


Divinity, that he is indeed the Sen of the liwing Gob; 


and in others, the Excellency of the Way of Salvation 


by CHRIST, and the Suitableneſs of it to their Neceſſi- 
US 18: 220 4 e e, Too 
Some have an Apprehenſion of theſe Things ſo given, 
that. it ſeems more natural to them to expreſs it by 
Sight or Diſcovery 5 others think what: they experience 
better expreſſed by the realizing Convickion, or a lively 
Feeling Senſe of Heart; meaning, as I ſuppoſe, no 
other Difference but what is merely circumſtantial or 
gradual. 19 2 1 e 4 * 5 


$f There 18, often, in the Mind, ſome par ticular Text 
of ; Scripture, giving them Conſolation; ſometimes a 
 Multitude of Texts, gracious Invitations and Wogen 
N | : * 


4. 
6 ˙ ü 2 2 
r 
— 


A 0 2 7 F 
k 5 p 8 — N "> * . 
- iv , "* <# $$ 4 1 TY vo - 

Weg mapa” wg Ts. wwe gy” TWP TSES wg" * 


. — 
E = my — — 
„ IH earn FERRED 


A 3 r * 4 A bon 
VE IO ü ee 8 tos anos 40 ow 


fa] 


flowing in ene after another, filling the Soul more and 
more with Comfort. Comfort is firſt given to ſome 
while reading a Portion of Scripture; but in others it is 
attended with =o particular Scripture at all, either in 


Reading or Meditation. In ſome, many divine Things 
ſeem to be diſcover'd to the Soul as it were at once; 


others have their Minds eſpecially ſixing on ſome one 
Thing at firſt, and afterwards a Senſ is given of others; 
in./ome with a ſwifter, and others a flower Succeſſion, 
and ſometimes with Interruptions of much Darkneſs. 

32. The Way that Grace feems ſometimes firſt to 
appear after deep Humiliation, is in earneſt Longings of 
Soul after Gop and CHRIST, to know Gop,' to love 
him, to be humbled before him; which arife from: 
Senſe of the ſaperlative Excellency of divine Things, 
with a ſpiritual Taſte and Reliſh of them. Such Long- 
ings as are commonly attended with firm Reſolutions to 
purſue this Good for ever, together with a hoping, 


waiting Diſpoſition. Other Experiences and Diſco- 


veries ſoon follow, which more clearly manifeſt a 
Change of Herr. LOI SCI 
It muſt be confeſt that Caun1sT is not always diſinct 
and explicitiy thought of at firſt; (tho) moſt common] 
he is;) but only implicitly. Thus ſometimes when Per- 
ſons have ſeemed evidently to be ſtript of all their 
own Righteouſneſs, and to have ſtood ſelf-condemned as 
guilty of Death, they have been comforted with a joy- 
ful View, that the Mercy and Grace of Go is ſuffi- 
cient for them; that their Sins, tho*:never. ſo great, ſhall 


be no Hindrance to their being accepted; that there is 


Mercy enough in Gop for the whole World, and the 
like, when they give no Account of any diſtinct Thought 


of CarisT ; but yet it appears that the Revelation of 


the Mercy of Gov'in the Goſpel, is the Ground of this 


their Hope ; and that it is indeed the Mercy of Gon 


_ thro! CHRIST, that is diſcovered to them. 


So ſometimes diſconſolate Souls amongſt us, have 


been brought to reſt in Gov, by a ſweet Senſe of his 
Grace and Faithfulneſs, in ſome ſpecial Invitation or 


_ Promiſe; in which is no particular Mention of 'Cnrisr 
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in their Minds; but yet it is not received as out of 

CurisT, but as one of the Invitations or Promiſes made 
of God to poor Sinners through his Son Jes us, as it is 
indeed: And ſuch Perſons have afterwards had clear and 


diſtinct Diſcoveries of Cn isr, ene with lively 


Faith and Love towards him. 

33. Frequently when Perſons have firſt had the Goſ- 
pel-Ground: of Relief for loſt Sinners diſcovered. to 
them, they have thought nothing at that Time of their 
being converted: Only to ſee that there is ſuch an All- 
ſufficiency/in God, and ſuch, plentiful Proviſion made in 
Cnx1sT;, after they have been borne down, with a 
Senſe of their Guilt and Fears of Wrath, exceedingly 


refreſhes them; the View is joy ful to them, as tis in 


its own Nature glorious, and gives them quite new, 
and more delightful Ideas of Gop and CnRISr, and 
begets in them a ſtrong Reſolution to give up them- 
ſelves, to Gop and his Son, and e to wait for 
him. 

34. It was very wonderful to ſee after what: Manner 


| Perſons: Affections were ſometimes moved when Gop 


ſuddenly open'd their Eyes; and let into their Minds, 

a Senſe of the Greatneſs of his Grace, and Fulneſs of 
CHR1sT, and his Readineſs to ſave. Their joyful Sur- 
prize has cauſed their Hearts as it were to leap, ſo that 
they have been ready to break forth into Laughter, 
Tears often at the ſame Iime iſſuing like a Flood, and 
intermingling a loud Weeping: And ſometimes they 


have not been able to forbear crying out 68 a loud 


Voice, expreſſing their great Admiration. 

Theſe Influences of Gop's Spirit commonly bri an 
extraordinary Conwiclion of the Reality and Certainty of 
the great Things of Religion; (though in ſome this is 


much greater, ſome time after than at firſt:) they have 


a Sight and Taſte of the divine Excellency, that there 


is in the Things of the Goſpel, which is more to con- 


vince them, than reading many Volumes of Arguments 


without it. It ſeems to me that in many Inſtances 


when the Glory of the Things of Chriſtianity have been 
ſet before Perſons, and they have at the ſame Time 


ſeen, and taſted, and felt the Divinity: of them, they 


have 
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have been as far from doubting of the Truth of them, 
as they are from doubting whether there be a Sun, when 
their Eyes are open in the Midſt of a clear Hemiſphere, 
and the ſtrong Blaze of his Light overcomes all Object- 
10ns againſt his Being. And yet many of them, if one 
ſhou'd aſk why they believed thoſe Things to be true, 
would not be able well to ſatisfy the Enquirer, and per- 
haps would make no other Anſwer but that they ſee em 
to be true: But a Perſon may ſoon be fatisfy'd, by a 
particular Converſation with them, that what they mean 
by ſuch an Anſwer, is, that they have intuitively be- 
held, and immediately felt, moſt powerful Evidence of 
Divinity! in thgem. 

35. Some are thus convinced of che Truth if the 
Goſpel in general, and that the Scriptures are the Word 
of Gop : Others have their Minds more eſpecially fixed 
on ſome great Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſome particular 
Truths that they are meditating on; or are in a ſpecial 
Manner convinced of the Divinity of the Things they 
are reading of, in ſome Portion of Scripture. Some 
have ſuch Convittions i in a much more remarkable Man- 
ner than others. And ſome that never had a ſpecial 
Senſe of the Ertainty of Divine Things impreſſed upon 
them with ſuch inward Evidence, have yet very clear 
Exerciſes of Grace, i. e. of Love to Gov, Repentance 
and Holineſs. And if they be more particularly exam 
ined, they appear plainly to have a firm Perſuaſion of 
the Reality of divine Things, ſuch as they had not be- 
fore. But thoſe that have the moſt clear Diſcoveries of 
— Truth, have them not always in the ſame De- 

In a dull Frame, Things appear dim to what 
hey did before: And though there ſtill remains an ha- 
bitual ſtrong Perſuaſion, yet not ſo as to exclude Temp- 
tations to Unbelief, and all Poſſibility of Doubting, as 
before : But then at particular Times, by Gop's Help, 
the N of Things revives, like F te that ap hid in 
Ames. 
2246. 1 ſuppoſe the Grounds: of duch a Corvidticn of 

the Truth of Divine Things to be juſt and rational, but 
yet in ſome Gop makes uſe of their own, Reaſon: much 
borer prom than-in others. TINY — have 
: (fo 


„„ 
{fo far as could be judged). received the firſt ſaving Cun- 
- vidtion from Reaſoning, which they have heard from 
the Pulpit; and often in the Courſe of Reaſoning, which 
they are led into in their ozon Meditations. 

The Arguments are the ſame that they have heard 
hundreds of Times; but the Force of the Arguments, and 
their Conviction by them, is altogether new; they come 
with a new and before unexperienced Power: Before 
they heard it was fo, and they allow'd it to beſo; but 
now they /ee it to be ſo indeed. Things now look ex- 
.ceeding plain to them, and they e. that they did 
not ſee them before. 

They are ſo greatly taken with their new „ Diſcovery, 
and Things appear ſo plain and fo rational to them, that 
they are often at firſt ready to think they can convince - 
all Men, and are-apt to engage in Talk with every one 
they meet with, almoſt to this End: and when they are 
diſappointed, are ready to wonder that their Nan 
make no more Impreſſion. 
37. They often ſpeak of Things of Religion as ſeem- 
ing new to them; that Preaching is a ac thing; that 
it ſeems to them they never heard [Preaching fore ; 
that the Bible is a »ewv Book : Becauſe they ſee them in 

a new Light. Here was a remarkable Inſtance of an 
aged Woman of above 70 Years, who reading in the 
New Teſtament, concerning ChAIST's Sufferings for 
Sinners, ſeem'd to be aſtoniſh'd at what ſhe read, as at 
a Thing that was quite ene to her, inſomuch chat at 
firſt, before ſhe had Time to turn her Thoughts, ſhe 
wonder'd within herſelf ſhe had never heard of it be- 
fore; but then immediately recollected that ſhe had often 
-heard of it, and read it, but never till now ſaw it as a 
Thing real; and then caſt in her Mind, how wonderful 

this was, that the Son of Gop ſhould undergo ſuch 
Things for Sinners, and how ſhe had ſpent her Time 

in ungrateful finning againſt ſo good a Gop, and ſuch a 

Saviour; tho' ſhe was a Perſon, as to what was\vitible, 

of a very blameleſs and inoffenfve Life. And the was 
ſo overcome by thoſe Conſiderations, that ature 
was ready to fail. Thoſe that were about her, and 
knew not what was the Matter, were i ——4 and 


thought ſhe was a dying. 
- C. 38. Many 


[26] 
38. Many have ſpoken much of their Hearts being 
drawn out in Love to Gop and CHRIST, and their 
Minds being wrapt up in delightful Contemplation” of 
the Glory and wonderful Grace of Gop, and the Ex- 
celleney and dying Love of Jesvs Cnnisr, and of 
their Souls going forth in longing Deſires after G0 4 
 CurtsT. Several of our young Children have e 
much of this, and have manifeſted a Willingneſs to 
leave Father and Mother, and all Things in the World, 
to go to be with CnRIsT. Some Perſons have had 
ſuch Deſires after CHRIS, as to take away their natu- 
ral Strength. Some have been ſo overcome with a 
Senſe of his Love to ſuch poor, wretched, and unwor- 
thy Creatures, as to weaken the Body. Several Perſons 
have had ſo great a Senſe of the Glory of God, ard 
Excellency of CnRIS, that Nature and Life have ſcem- 
ed almoſt to fink under it; and in all Probability, if 
Gop had ſhew'd them a little more of himſelf, it would 
have diſſolved their Frame. And their Senſe of their 
_ own exceeding Littleneſs and Vileneſs, has been f in Fro- 
Portion to their Light and Joy. 
Such Perſons have commonly a — with none 
of the aſſuming, and ſelf conceited, and: ſelf-ſufficient 
Airs of Enthuſiafts ; but exceedingly the contrary; be- 
ing eminent for Meekneſs, Modeſty, | Self-diftidence, 
and a low Opinion of themſelves: None are ſo ſenſi- 
ble of their need of Inſtruction, and ſo eager to receive 
it, as ſome of them: nor ſo ready to think others better 
than themſelves. And generally they have manifeſted a 
Jonging to lie low, and in the Duſt before Gop; withal 
wa - complaining of theirnot being able to lie low enough. 
They ſpeak much of the Inexpre/ibleneſs of what they 
experience, how their Werds fail, ſo that they can in 
no wiſe declare it: Of the ſuperlative Excellency of that 
Delight of Soul, which they ſometimes enjoy; how 
4 little of it is ſufficient to pay em for all the Pains and 
Trouble they have gone through in ſeeking Salvation: 
And of the Senſe which theſe ſpiritual Views give em 
of the Vanity of earthly Enjoyments, n mean and 


£ ; worthleſs * thele TRY os oY em. | 
E N 39. Many 
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ſpiritual Delights, have as it were forgot their Food; 


and: are utterly 1 er, to e * e 
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39. Many, while their Minds have been fill'd with 


their bodily Appetite has fail'd, while their Minds 
have been entertained with Meat to eat that others ln, 
not . And the Light and Comfort they enjoy, give 

a new relliſh to their common Bleflings, and cauſe all 
Things about em to appear beautiful, ſweet and. plea-- 
ſant to them: All Things abroad, the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, the Clouds and Sky, the Heavens and Earth, 
appear as it were with a Caſt of divine Glory and Sweet⸗ | 
neſs. upon them. But the ſupreme Attention, of their. 
Minds is to the glorious Excellencies of Gop and Cukisr, 
which they have in View; a raviſhing Senſe of God's 
Love accompanying a Senſe: of his Excellency ; and of 


the Faithfulneſs of Gop's Promiſes, as they reſpe&. the 
future eternal Enjoyment of Gov. 


The Joy that many of them ſpeak of as that, to | 
hh none is to be parellel'd |; is that which they find 5 
when they are loweſt in the Duſt, emptied moſt of them- 
ſelves, and as it were annihilating themſelves before 


Sop, when they are nothing, and Gov is all, are ſee- 


ing their own Unworthineſs, depending not at all on 
themſelves, but alone on CarisT, and aſcribing all 


Slory to Gop ; Then their Souls are moſt in the En- 
joyment of ſatisfying Reit; excepting that, at ſuch” 


times; 'they apprehend themſelves to be not ſufficiently 
ſelf-abaſed ; for then above all times do they long to be 
lower, Some ſpeak much of the exquiſite Sweetneſs, 
and Reſt of Soul that is to be found in Reſignation to 
Gov, and humble Submiſſion to his Will. Many ex- 
preſs earneſt PR" to praiſe Goo z; but at the ſame 
time complain they can't praiſe him as they would do, 
and. they want to have others help them in praiſing, 
him: They want to have every one praiſe Gop, and 
are ready to call upon every Thing to praiſe him. They 


exppreſs a longing Deſire to live to Gop's Glory, and 


to do ſomething to his Honour; but at the ſame Time 
ery out of their Inſufficiency. and Barrenneſs, that they, 
are poor impotent Creatures, can do nothing of tbemſel ves, 
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40. While Gop was ſo remarkably preſent amongſt | 
us by his Spirit, there was no Book ſo delighted in as 


the Bible; eſpecially the Book of P/a/ms, the Prophecy 


of 1/aiah, and the New Teftament, Some by reaſon of 

their Eſteem and Love to Goy's Word, have at ſome 
Times been greatly and wonderfully affected at the 

Sight of a Bible: And hen alſo, there was no Time ſo 
prized as the Loxp's- Day, and 0 Place in this World 
ſo defired as Gop's Houſe. Our Converts remarkably - 
appeared united in dear Affection to one another, and 


many have expreſſed much of that Love which they 


felt to all Mankind; and particularly to thoſe that had 
been leaſt friendly to them. Never, I believe, was ſo 
much done in confeſſing Injuries, and making up Dif- 
ferences as the laſt Year. Perſons after their own Con- 
verſion, have commonly expreſſed an exceeding Deſire 
for the Converſion of others: Some have thought that 
they ſhould be willing to die for the Converſion of any 
Soul, tho* of one of the Meaneſt of their Fellow- Crea - 
tures, or of their worſt Enemies; and many have in 
deed been in great Diſtreſs with Defires and Longings 
for it. This Work of Gop had alſo a good Effect to 
unite the People's Affections to their Miniſter.. 
There are ſome Perſons that I have been acquainted 


with, but more eſpecially two, that have been fwal-. 


lowed up exceedingly with a Senſe of the awful Great- 
neſs and Majeſty of Gop; and both of them told me 
to this Purpoſe, that if they in the Time of it, had 
had the leaſt Fear that they were not at Peace with mw 
ſo great a Gop, they ſhould inſtantly have died. 

41. But there is an endleſs Variety in the — 


Manner and Circumſtances in which Perſons are wrought 


on, and an Opportunity of ſeeing ſo much of ſuch a 
Work of Gov, will ſhew that Gop is further from con- 
fining himſelf to certain Steps, and a particular Method 
in his Work on Souls, than ſome imagine. I believe 
it has occaſioned ſome amongſt us, that were before 
too ready to make their own Experiences a Rule to o- 
thers, to be leſs cenſorious, and this is an excellent Ad- 
vantage indeed: That this Variety both has diſplay d 
the Manifoldne: s and Unſearchableneſs of the Wi 
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of 'Gov, and wrought more Charity among his People. 


41. I think the main Ground of Doubts. and Fears 
in Perſons, after their Converſion, has been that they 
have found ſo much Corruption remaining in their 
Hearts. At firſt their Souls are all alive, their Hearts 


are fixed, and their Affections flowing; they live above 
the World, and meet with but little Difficulty in reli- 


gious E xerciſes. . And they are reauy to think it will 
always be ſo: Tho! they are truly abaſed under a Senſe 


of their Vileneſs, by reaſon of former Sin, yet the -4 
are not then ſufficiently ſenſible what Corruption Mi 
"remains in their Hearts; and therefore are ſarprized 


when they find that they begin to be dull and dead, to 


be troubled with wandering Thoughts in the Time of 
publick and private Worſhip; and to be utterly unable 


to keep themſelves from em; alſo when they find them- 


ſelves unaffeRed at Seaſons in which, they think, there 


is the greateſt Occafion to be affected; and when they 
feel worldly Diſpoſitions Working in them, and it may 


be Pride, Envy, or Stirrings of Revenge; their Hearts 
are almoſt ſunk with tie Diſappointment; and they are 


ready preſently to think that all this they have met 
. with is nothing, and that they are meer Hypocrites. 


They are ready to argue, that if Gop had indeed 


done füch great Things for them, . ſuch Ingratitude 


would be inconſiſtent with it: They cry out of the 


Hardneſs and Wickedneſs of their Hearts; and ſay 


there is ſo much Corruption, that it ſeems to them in 


poſſible that there ſhould be any Goodneſs there: and many 


of them ſeem to be more ſenſible how corrupt their 
Hearts are, than ever they were before they had Faith. 


But in Truth, the Caſe is, that now they feel the Pain 


of their own Wounds ; they have a watchful Eye upon 
their Hearts that they don't uſe to haye: They take 
more Notice what Sin is there, and Sin is now no more 
_ burdenſome. to them, they ſtrive more againſt i it, and i 
feel more of the Strength of it. 

They are ſurpriz d that they ſhould find tietilelves ſo 
different from the Idea that they generally had enter- 
tain'd of Believers ; for tho“ Faith be indeed of a far 
more : excellent Nature than they ger rh ; yet thoſe 
| e that 
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that believe have much more remaining Corruption, 
than they thought. They never realized it, that Perſons 
were wont to meet with Difficulties, after they were 
once converted. But on a Return of the Influences of 
the Spirit of Gop, the Light breaks through the Cloud, 
and Doubting and Darkneſs vaniſh a wax. 

Perſons are often revived by religious Converſation: 


While they are talking of divine Things, or over they 


are aware, their Souls are carried away into holy Exer- 


ciſes with'abundant Pleaſure. And often while they are 


relating their paſt Experiences, the ſame Experiences 


are renewed. Sometimes they have Scriptures, one 
after another, coming to their Minds, to anſwer their 


Seruples and unravel their Difficulties, exceeding appo- 
he an proper to their Circumſtances ; by which Means 
their Darkneſs is ſcatter'd; and often before any new 
remarkable Comforts, eſpecially after a long continued 
Deadneſs, there are renewed Humblings, in a great 
Senſe of their own exceeding Vileneſs and Unworthi- 


"nels, as before their firſt Comforts were beſtowed. 
42. Many in the Country have entertain'd a mean 
Thought of this great Work, from what they have 
baeard of Impreſſions made on Perſons, ſmaginations. But 


there have been exceeding great Mifrepreſentations, and 
n falſe Reports, concerning that Matter. 


Tis not, that I know of, the Opinion of any one Per- 


Yon in the Town, that any Weight is to be laid on any 


thing ſeen with the bodily Eye: I know the contrary 
to be a receiv'd and eftabliſh'd Principle amongſt us. 


I cannot ſay that there have been no Inſtances of Per- 


Tons that have been ry to give too much heed to uſe- 
| . 


leſs Imagination, but they have been eafily corrected, 


and it will not be wonder d at, that a Congregation 
mould need a Guide in ſuch Caſes, to aſſiſt them in di- 


Ringuiſhing I beat from Chaff. But ſuch Impreſſions 
"on the Imagination as have been more. uſual, ſeem to 


me to be no other, than What is to be expected in hu- 


man Nature in ſuch Circumſtances, and What is the na- 


tural Reſult of Impreſions on the Heart. 


I do not ſuppoſe that they themſelves imagined that 


have 


- 


0 
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Tt have had within them Jas frongly imprels'd, and as 


it were, lively Pictures in their Minds: As for Inſtance, 
ſome when in great Terrors, throngh Fear of Hell, 
have had lively Ideas of a dreadſul Furnace. When 
ſome were greatly mo ved with a Senſe of the Excel- 
lency of CHRIST, together with a Senſe of his glorious 
ſpiritual Perfections, there has riſen in the Mind an Idea 
of one of glorious Majeſty, and of a ſweet and'gracious 


Aſpect: And ſome, when greatly affected with CxrisT's 


Death, had at the ſame Time a lively I of CHRIST 
hanging upon the Croſs, and of his Blood running from 
his Wounds; which Things won't be wondred at by 
them that have obſerv'd how ſtrong Affections about 
temporal Matters will excite lively Ideas of different 
Things in the Mind. nos ; 
There have indeed been fome few Inſtances, of In- 
preſſions on Perſons Imaginations, that have been myſte- 
rious to me, and I have been at a Loſs about them; 
for tho' it has been exceeding evident to me by many 
Things that appeared in them, both then {when they 
related them) and afterwards, that they indeed had a 
great Senſe of the ſpiritual Excellency of divine Things 


accompanying them; yet I have not been able well to 


-fatisfy myſelf, whether their imaginary Z-as have been 


more than could naturally ariſe from the ſpiritual Senſe _ 


of Things. However, I have uſed the utmoſt Cau- 
tion in ſach Caſes ; and great Care has been taken both 


in publick and in private to teach Perſons the Difference * 


between what is ſpiritual and what is imaginary. I 
have often warned Perſons not to lay the Streſs of their 
Hope on any Leas of any outward Glory, or any ex- 

| ternal Thing whatſoever, and have met with nd Op- 


poſition in fuch Inſtructions. But 'tis not ſtrange if. 


ſome weaker Perſons, in giving an Account of their 
Experiences, have not ſo prudently diſtinguifh*d be- 
tween the ſpiritual and imaginary Part; which thoſe 
that have not been well affected to Religion, might 
take Advantage of. | | N 5 


43. But to give a clearer Ida of the Nature and 


Manner of the Operations of God's Spirit, in this woh- 
derful Effuſion of it, I would. give an Account of two 
particular Inſtances. The firſt is àn adult Perſon, a young 
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Woman, whoſe Name was Abigail Hutchinſon. \f pitch | 
upon her eſpecially,” becauſe ſhe is now dead, and fo it 
may be more fit to ſpeak freely of her than of living 
Inſtances ; tho” I am under far greater Diſadvantages, 
on other Accounts, to give a full and clear Narrative of 
her Experiences, nor can any Account be given but 
what has been retain'd in the Memories of her near 
F riends, and ſome * of what they have heard ber ; 
expreſs in her Lifetime. 2 
She was of a dhe underſtanding Family ; J ite 
could be nothing in her Education that tended to Eu- 
_thufiaſm, but rather to the contrary. Extreme. She was 
before her Converſion, to the Obſervation of her Neigh- 
bours, of a ſober and inoffenſive Converſation: and 
was a ſtill, quiet, reſerv'd Perſon. She had long been 
_ infirm of Body, but her Infrmity had never been ob- 
ſery d at all to incline her to be notional or fanciful, or 
to occaſion any thing of religious Melancholy. She 
was, under Awakenings ſcarcely a Week, before there 
ſeem'd to be plain Evidence of her being favingly 
chang d. 
| She was firſt awakened i in the Winter, on a Monday, 
by ſomething ſhe heard her Brother ſay of the Neceſſity 
of being in good Earneſt in ſeeking CRRISsT, together 
with the News of the Converſion of another young Wo- 
man. This News wrought much upon her, and ſtirr d 
up a Spirit of Envy in her towards this young Woman, 
whom ſhe thought very unworthy. of being diſtinguiſh'd 
from others by ſuch a Mercy; but withal it engaged 
her in a firm Reſolution to do her utmoſt to obtain the 
ame Blefling ; and conſidering with herſelf what Courſe 
the ſhould take, ſhe thought ſhe had not a ſufficient 
Knowledge of the Principles of Religion: whereupon 
| ſhe reſolyed thoroughly to ſearch the Scriptures ; and 
accordingly immediately began at the Beginning of the 
Bible, intending to read it through. She continued 
thus till Thur/day; and then there was a ſudden Altera- 
tion, by a great Increaſe of her Concern, in an extraor- 
. dinary Senſe of her own Sinfulneſs, particularly the 
Sinfulneſs of her Nature, and Wickedneſs of her Heart, 
which came upon her (as ſhe expreſſed it) as a Flaſh of 
Lighting, and ſtruck her into an exceeding Terror. 
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| 2. Upon which the left off reading the Bible in courſe a as 


| ſhe had begun, and turn'd to the New Teſtament, to 


| ſee if ſhe could find ſome Relief for her diſtreſſed Soul. 


44. Her great Terror, ſhe ſaid, was, /be had ſin d a- 
gainſt Gop : Her Diſtreſs grew more and more for 
three Days; until (as ſhe ſaid) the ſaw nothing but Black-" 
neſs of Darkneſs before her, and her very Fl, eſp trembled' 
for fear of Goy's Wrath. She wondred and was aſto- 
niſb d at herſelf, that ſbe had been ſo concerned for her: 
Body, and had applied fo often to - Phyſicians: to heal that, 
and had neglected her Soul. Her Sinfulneſs appeared 
With a very awful Aſpect to her, eſpecially in three 
Things, vis. her Original Sin, her Sin of murmuring 
at Gop's Providence, in the Weakneſs ſhe had been 
under, and in want of Duty to her Parents, tho others 
had look'd upon her to excel in Putifulneſs. On Sa- 
turday, ſhe was ſo earneſtly engaged in reading the: 
Bible and other Books, that ſhe continued in it, ſearch-. 
ing for ſomething to relieve her, till her Eyes were ſo 
dim, that ſhe could not know the Letters. Whilſt ſhe- 
was thus ao in Reading, Prayer, and other reli- 

us Exerciſes, ſhe thought of theſe Words of CHAIsT , 
wherein he warns us not to be ar the Heathen, that 
think they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking ; which, 
the ſaid, led her to ſee that ſhe had truſted to her own. 
Prayers and religious Performances, and now ſhe'was- 
put to a Nonplus, and knew not which "ue to- um her- 
ſelf, or where to ſeek Relief. 105 | 

While her Mind was in this: Poſture; Vibe! Heart) ae 
ſaid, ſeem'd to fly to the Miniſter for Refuge, hoping 
that he could give her ſome Relief. She came the {ame. 
Day to her Brother, wich the Countenance of a Perſon 
in Diftreſs, expoſtulating with him, why he had not 
told her more of her Sinfalneſs, and earneſtly enquiring 
of him what the ſhould do. She ſeem'd that Day to 
feel in herſelf an Enmity againſt the Bible, which great- 
ly affrighted- her. Her Senſe of her own exceeding: 
Sinfulneſs continued increafing from Thurſday till Mon- 

day; and ſhe gave this Account of it, that it had been 
an Opinion, which till now the had entertain d, that 
8 . ; but that now the ſaw 
9 that Sin, and all over defiled by it; 
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and * the Sin which ſhe brought into the World wk) ' 
her, was alone ſufficient to condemn her. 

45. On the Sabbath-day ſhe was ſo ill that bon 
Friends thought it not beſt that ſhe ſhould go to pub- 
lick Worſhip, of which ſhe ſeem'd very deſirous: But 
when ſhe went to Bed on the Sabbasb day Night, ſhe - 

took up a Reſolution that ſhe would the next Morning 
go to the Miniſter. As ſhe awaked on Monday Morn- 
ing. a little before Day, ſhe wondered within herſelf at 
the Calm ſhe felt in her Mind, which was of that Kind 
Which ſhe never felt before. As ſhe thought of this, 
ſuch Words as theſe were an her Mind; The Words of 
the Loxp are ure Wards, Health to the Spull and Mar- 
roa t the Bones ; And then theſe Words, the Blood of ; 
Cnri8T- cleanſeth from all Sin; which were accompa- 
nied with a lively Senſe of the Excellency of CukIs r, 
and his Sufficiency. to ſatisfy for the Sins of the whole 
World. She then thought of that Expreſſion, 'Tis 4 
* pleaſant: Thing for the Eyes to bebold tbe Sun; which 
Words then ſeem'd to her to be very applicable to 
IJesos Cyalsy. By theſe Things her Mind was ex- 
_  ceeding fulbof Joy. She told her Brother in the Morn- 
| e ſhe had /e (i! e. by Faith) CIS the laſt 
Night, and that ſhe had really thought that ſhe had not 
Knowledgerenough to be converted; but, ſays ſhe, Gov 
can male it quite eaſy.! On Monday ſhe felt all Day a 
conſtant Sweetneſs in her Soul. She had a Repetition 
of the ſame Diſcoveries of CRRIST three Mornings to- 
- gether, that-ſhe had on Monday Morning, and much in 
; * kante, Manner, at each Time, waking a little before 
155 ; but brighter and brighter every Time. 

8 261 At the laſt Time on Weadne/day.. Morning, while 
in the Enjoyment of a ſpiritual View of CHRIST s Glo- 
ry and Fulneſs, her Soul was filled with Diftreſs for Un- 
believers, to conſider what a miſerable Condition they 
were in: and ſhe felt in herſelf a ſtrong Inclination 
immediately to go forth to warn Sinners; and propoſed 

it the next Day to her Brother to aſſiſt her in going | 
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from Houſe to Hoaſe; but her. Brother reſtrain d her, 
telling her of the Unſuitableneſs of ſuch, a Method. 
She told one of her Siſters that Day, that ſhe loved a// 


Mantind. but ejpecially. the: People of Gov. Her. Siſter 


ju 
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1 aſked her why ſhe loved all Mankind? She reply d, H- 
cauſe GOD had made them. After this, there happen d 
to come into the Shop where ſhe was at work, three 
Perſons that were thought to be lately converted. Her 
ſeeing them as they ſtep' din, fo drew: forth her Love 
to them, that it overcame cher, and ſne almoſt fainted: 
And when they began to talk of the Things of Reli- 
gion, it was more than ſhe could bear; the were obli- 
ged to ceaſe on that Account. It was a very frequent 
Thing with her to be overcome with à Flow of Aﬀec- 
tion to them that ſhe thought Godly, in Conyerſation 
with them, and ſometimes only at the Sight of them. 

47. She had many extraordinary Diſcoveries of the 
Glory of Gop and CHRIST; ſometimes-in ſome parti- 
cular Attributes, and ſometimes in many. She gave an 
Account that once, as thoſe four Words paſſed through 

her Mind, WISDOM, FUSTICE, GOODNESS,. and 
TRUTH, her Soul was fill'd with a Senſe of the Glory 
of each of theſe divine Attributes, but. eſpecially: the 
laſt; TRUTH, ſaid ſhe, ſunk. the' deepen And there- 
fore as theſe Words paſſed, this was repeated, TRUTH, 
TRUTH! Her Mind was ſo ſwallowed up with a Senſe 
of the Glory of Gop's Truth and other Perfections, that 
ſhe ſaid, it ſeemed as tho ber Liſe auas going, and that the 
ö Jaw it was eaſy with GOD to take away. her Life by Diſ- 
 coveries of himſelf. Soon after this-ſhe went to a private 
religious Meeting, and her Mind was full of a Senſe and 
View of the Glory of Gop all the Time; and when 
the Exerciſe was ended; ſome aſked her concerning what 
ſhe had experienced: And ſtie began to give them an 
Account; but as ſhe was relating it, it received ſuch a 
Senſe of the ſame Things, that her Strength failed; and 
they were obliged to take her, and lay her upon the 
Bed. Afterwards ſhe was greatly affected, and rejoiced 
with theſe Words, Worthy is the Lamb that ue; ain. 
488. She had ſeveral Days together a ſweet Senſe of þ 
the Lovelineſs of Cun1sT in his Meeineſs, which diſpo . 
cd her continually to be repeating over theſe Words, 1 
N ME EK AND LOWLY IN HEART, MEEK AND 
.LOWLY IN HEART. She once expreſs'd her elf to 5 
. one of her Siſters, to this Purpoſe, that ſhe had contin- | 
ued whole Days and whole Nights, in a.conftant.raviſh- 54 


. Tae 
ing View of the Glory of Gop and CurisT, having 
enjoy d as much as her Life could bear. Once as her Bro- 
ther was ſpeaking of the dying Love of CnxISr, ſhe told 
him that ſhe had ſuch a Senſe of it, that the meer men- 
Nr it was ready to overcome her.. 

Once, when ſhe came to me, ſhe told how at {Cock 
and ſuch a Time ſhe thought ſhe ſaw as much of Gop, 
and had as much Joy and Pleaſure as was poſſible in this 
Life, and that yet afterwards Gop diſcovered himſelf 
far more abundantly, and ſhe ſaw the ſame Things 

"more clearly, and in another, and far more excellent and 
delightful Manner, and was filled with a more exceed- 
ing Sweetneſs. She likewiſe gave me ſuch an Account 
of the Senſe ſhe once had from Day to Day of the 
"Glory of Cnaisr, and of Gop, in his various Attri- 
2 that it ſeemed to me ſhe dwelt for Days together 
ras 10 beatific Viſion of Gop; and ſeem'd to have 
| te Intercouſe with him, as a Child with a 
Fe are: and at the ſame Time, ſhe appeared moſt re- 
-mote from any high Thought of herſelf, and of her own 
- Sufficiency ; but was like . little Child, and expreſſed a 
great Deſire to be inſtructed, telling them that ſhe long- 
ed very often to come to me for Inſtruction, and want- 
ed to live at my Houſe, that I might tell her her Duty. 
459. She often expreſſed a Senſe of the Glory of Gop 
_ "appearing in the Trees, and Growth of the Fields, and 
other Works of Gop's Hands. She told her Siſter that 
lived near the Heart ofthe Town, that ſhe once thought 
it a pleaſant Thing to live in the Middle of the Town, 
' but now, ſays ſhe, I think it much more pleaſant to fit and 
fee the Wind bono the Trees, and to behold in the Coun- 
try what GOD has made. She had ſometimes the pow- 
-erful Breathings of the Spirit of Gop on her Soul, while 
reading the Seripture, and would expreſs a Senſe that 
ſhe had of the certain Truth and Divinity thereof. She 
ſometimes would appear with a pleaſant Smile on her 
- Countenance ; and when her Siſter took Notice of it 
and aſked why ſhe ſmiled, ſhe replied, I am brim-full of 
& feveet Feeling within! She often uſed to expreſs how 
"good and faveet it was to lie How before Gob, and the 
lover (ſays the) the better! and that is was e, to 
.-think of Hing in the Duſt, oll the Days of her Life, mouy- _ 
ring. for Sin, She was wont to manifeſt a great Senſe of 
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her own Meanneſs and Dade She often ex- 
preſs d an exceeding Compaſhon, and pitiful Love, 
Which the found in her Heart towards Perſons that knew 
not Chats; which was ſometimes ſo ſtrong, that as 
ſhe was paſting by ſuch in the Streets, or thoſe that ſhe 
feared were ſuch, "he would be overcome by the Sight 
of them. She oncg ſaid, that he /onged bo, have the 
World ſaved, ſhe wanted, as it were, to pull i them all to | 
her; ſhe could not bear to have. One laſt. | 
30. She had great Longings to die, that he might 
be with CRRIST F; Which increaſed till ſhe thought the 
did not know how. to be patient to wait till *Gop's. 
Time ſhould come. But once when ſhe felt thoſe 
Longings, ſhe thou ht with herſelf, F long to die, 
avby do I go te Phyficians ? Whence ſhe concluded that 
her Longings for Death were not well regulated. After | 
this ſhe often put it to herſelf, which, ſhe. ſhould chooſe, 
whether to live or to die, to be fick or to be well, and 
ſhe found ſhe could not tell, till at laſt ſhe found herſelf 
Ape to ſay theſe Words; 1 am quite willing to li vs, 
quite willing to die; quite willing do be fick, and quite 
awillng. to be well 5 and quite willing or, 24 thing that 
Gop vill bring upon mel Aud then,.. 1d the, L felt m- 
527 21510 eaſy, in a full Submiſſion. o the Will of 
God. She then lamented. much, that the had been ſo 
eager in 155 Longings for Death, as it argued want 
_of- Reſignation. to Gon, She ſcemed hence forward ty. 
continue in this reſigned Frame till Death, 
After this her Illneſs increaſed upon her: And once 
after ſhe had ſpent the 5 Part of the Night in ex- 
Pain, ſhe awaked out of a little fleep, With theſe 
Vords-in her Heart and Mouth; I am avilling to Jufer 
fr CHRIST's ſake, I am willing te ſpend and be fpent for 
RIST's ae, I am 7 25 jr ood. "my. Life, even my 


very. Life 4 Cuxisxr' s fake, ' the, had 'an_exy 
traordina 4 1 hh 5 ind to Tate 0. Death, 

15 the : of Death were exceeding ſwest td 
At a cms hen her Brother Was reading, in 705. | 


. ing on the dead Body, the ap- 
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being i in ſuch Circumſtances. At another Time, MY 
her Brother mentioned the Danger there ſeem'd to be 
chat the Illneſs ſhe then laboured under, might be an 
Occaſion of her Death, it filled her with Joy that almoſt 


"overcame her. At another Time en ſhe met a Com- 
pany following a Corpſe to the Gra ves ſhe ſaid, it was 
Tweet to her to think, that they wo in a little Time 


follow her in like Manner. 755 
52. Her IIlneſs in the latter Part af! it was ſeated 
much in her Throat; and ſwelling inwardly, fill'd up 
the Pipe, ſo that ſhe could ſwallow nothing but what 
Was perfectly liquid, and but very little of that, and 
with great and 00g Strugglings and Stranglings, that 
Which ſhe took in, flying out at her Noſtrils, till ſhe at 
 *aſt could ſwallow. nothing at all. She had a raging Ap- 
1: ay to Food, ſo that ſhe told her Siſter, when talking 
With her about her Circumſtances, that the worſt Bit ſhe 
' threw to her Swine, would be ſweet to her; but when 
the faw that ſhe could not ſwallow it, ſhe ſeemed to 
be as perfectly contented without it, as if ſhe had no 
Appetite to ir. Others were greatly moved to ſee what 
- the underwent, and were filled with Admiration at her 
2-7 Snape! Patience. At a Time when ſhe was ftriv- 
E in yain to get down a little Food, ſomething liquid, 
= 200 was very much ſpent with it, ſhe looked upon her 
8 Siſter wit a Smile, faying, O Sifter, this is for my 
Good! At another Time, when her Siſter was ſpeaking 
of what ſhe underwent, the told her, that ſhe Ive an 
Heaven upon Earth for all that. She uſeg ſometimes to 
ſay to her Siſter, under her extreme Sufferings, E 7s 
5 Es be ſo! 15 Siſter once aſked her, why. ſhe ſaid 
Why ſays ſhe, becauſe Gon would have it fo: I is 
beſt that Things ould be as God would have them: It 
 Tooks beſt to me, After her Confipement; as they were 
leading her from the Bed to the-Door, ſhe ſeemed over- 
2 das by the Sight of Things abroad, as ſhewing forth 
| the C Glot of the Being that made them. As ſhe lay on 
by Death-bed, ſhe would often ſay theſe Wortls, Gos 
n Friend! Arid once looking upon her Siſter, with a 
| 3 l ſaid, O Sifter ! how good it is! How Koc and 
= __ . comfortable tit confider, and think of heavenly Things? 
= : 6 her Death-bed, an exceeding 
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Longing, both- for Perſons in a natural State, that they 


7885 Fa 22 for Believers that they might fee 
and kn of Gad. And when thoſę that looked on 
themſely nbelievers came to ſee her, ſhe would be 


grentymo ret with compaſſionate Affection. The ſame 
ek that ſhe. died, when the was in diſtreſſing Circum- 
ſtances as to her Body, ſome of the Neighbours that 1 
came to ſee her, aſked if ſhe was willing to die? She 
reply d, that the was guite willing either to lrue or die; 
ſhe vas willing [to be in Pain; ſhe was willing ta be % 
| always as ſhe was then, if that was the Will-of Gov. 
' She coiled what God e They aſked her whether, 
ſhe was willing to die that Night? She anſwered, Yes 
| if it be Gov's Will. And ſeemed to ſpeak all with tha 
perfect Compoſure of Spirit, and with ſuch a ch 0 
and pleaſant Countenance, chat it filled them with Ad, 
miration. 5 | 
53. She was very weak a conſiderable Time before f 
ſhe” died, having pined away with Fainine aud Thirſt, a 
that her Fleſh ſeemed to be dried upon her Bones ; . 5 
therefore could Ay but little, and manifeſted her Min 
ay: much by Si She ſaid ſhe had Matter e 
N Ber Time 1 Talk, if ſhe had but Strengib. 
Aﬀew ys before her Death, ſome aſked her, » {I 
ther ſhe was afraid to die; She anſwered to this gs 
that ſhe had not the leaſt Degree of Fear of Death. The 
aſked her why ſhe would 4e-/o c ? She anſwer 
T ould 8 ot heræviſe, T hou ſbeak contrary 10 Dok. 
 Tihnow, There is, ſays the, indeed a dark Entry,. that 
books Something dark, bat on the other Side there pears, 
uch a bright 7 Light, that I cannot be afraid} She 
ſiaid not long before ſhe died, that ſhe 2% to be. afraid 
how ſlie /hould grapple with Death; but, fays | ſhe, Gon 
. has fhewed me that he can male it eafy in great Pain. 
Several Days before ſhe died, ſhe could ſcarcely ſay any = 
Thing but juſt yes and xo, to Queſtions that were aſked... 
her, for ſhe ſeemed to be dying for three Days together 3 
but ſeemed to continue in a ſweet Compoſure of Soul, | 
22 1 to the laſt, and died bo a : 
55 went to ſleep, without any ſroggling, ut = 
An Fun 27, 1 0 
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2 proceed to As other Tuff ance, Her Name is Phabe 
Yarikt, Daughter of 225 Bartlet, I fhall give 
the Account as I took it from the Mouths of her Pa- 
rents, whoſe Veracity none that know them doubt of. 

She was born in Marth. i in the Year 1731 About 

e latter En © J, or Beginning of May, 1735. 

was great eaed by . the alk of bir Brother, 
| 9000 had been converted a little before, at about eleven 
Vears of Age, and then ſeriouſly talked to her about 
the great Things of Religion. Her 8 di 
Know of it at that Time, and were 1 
Counſels they gave to the Children, particulafly to : 
direct cdhewſehdes to her, x of her Vein o 
gung, and as they ſup} ble not capable of Under- 
fanding. But after her Brother had talked to her, t 
öbfervèd her very earneſtly to liſten to the Advice they 
gave to the other Children: and ſhe was obſcrved very 
5 conſtantly to retite, ſeveral Times in 4 Day, for ſecret. 
Prayer. She grew more and more engaged in 1 $9 ; 
und was more frequent in her Clofer ; till at la : 
Was wont to vit it five or fix Times in a Day; and was 
Wenge d init, that nothing Would at any Time divert 
her, either by putting it 'out of hier Thoughts, or o 
therwife engaping her Inclinations. ? 

55. She once 97 her own Accord fpake of her Un⸗ 
See ber, in that the could not fn Go. But on 

J, the laſt Day of Jah, about the Middle 
che f. y, the bild being in - Cloſer, "where {he ſec 
to retire, her Mather heart her ſpeaking aloud; wich 
Was unufhel, and never had been obſerved before; and 
her Voice feethed to be as" of one exceeding importu- 

nate; but her Mother coutd: diftinly hear only theſe 
Woids; {ipoken. in ler chi1difh Manner, but with ex- 
travrditaty elf Pray Bee 2 Torn gie me Sal. 
2 75 TPRAY, BE pardon 25 Sus, When the 
Child had done Pray er, 5 came out of the Cloſet, and. 
came and fat down by. her Mother, and cried out aloud. 
Be, other, earneſtly aſked her feverat Times, what > 
fter was, deere the would make any Anſwer; 
| bit ti continued exeectingly e g. and neeathing her” | 


lik of 
| ne and e Ong in 22 Spirit Mother 


[4] 
Mother then aſked her whether he was afraid that Gon 
would not give her Salvation. She then anſwered 7 
Tam afraid Thhall go to Hell] Her Mother then endea- 
voured to quiet her, and told her ſhe avould: not have: 
ber cry, ſhe muſt be a good Girl, and pray every Day, and. 
ſhe hoped Con would give her Salvation. * this did, 
not quiet her at all; but ſhe continued thus earneſtly; 
crying, and began to ſmile, and preſently faid with a, 
ſmiling Countenance, Mother, the Kingdom of Heaven 

is come to me! Her Mother was ſurprized at the ſudden 
| Alteration, and at the Speech; and knew not what to 
make of it, but at firſt ſaid nothing to her. The Child 
preſently fpake again, and ſaid, there is another come 
to me, and there is another, there is three; and being- 
_ aſked what ſhe meant, ſhe anfvexed, one is, Thy will be 
ahne, and there is another, Enjoy him for ever; by which 
it ſeems that when the Child ſaid there it three come 40 
me, ſhe meant three Paſſages of the. Catechiſm that came 
| - her Mind. 

56. After the Child had faid this, 53 
into her Cloſet; and her Mother went over to her Bro- 
ther s, who was next Neighbour; and when ſhe came 
back, the Child, being come out of the Cloſet, meets 
her Mother with this es Speech, I can find GO 
now referring to what ſhe had before complained of, 
that ſhe. could not find Gop. Then the Child ſpoke 
again, and ſaid, 7Jove:Gop! her Mother aſked her, 
bow well ſhe loved Gap, whether ſhe loved Gop better 

than her "little Sifter. Rachel. She anſwered yes, better 
ban any thing Then her eldeſt Siſter, referring to her 
Saying find, Gon now, aſked her where ſhe - 
could n GOD ? She anſwered in Heaven, Ny, ſaid 
Me, have you been in Heaven ? Noz ſaid the Child. By 
this it ſeems not to have been any Imagination of any 
Thing ſeen with bodily Eyes, that ſhe called Go, 
when ſhe ſaid, I can find Gob now. - Her Mother 
aſked her whether ſhe was afraid of going to Hell, and 


that had made her cry. She anſwered, ym, Javas; but 


aow. 1 fan's. Her Mother aſked. her. whether ſhe 
thought that Gon had given ber Salvation: She an- 
ſwered yes. Her Mother aſked her, auben? She an- 


ver e . 


ing joyful. „„ her, how 
ſte Ce bereit; She anſwered, I feel better — 7 
. The Neighbour aſked her, what-made her feel 
better? She anſwered, 'Gov makes me. That Evening 
25 he lay a- bed, the called one of her little Couſins that- 
Was preſent in the Room, as having ſomething to ſay to 
Him; and when he came; the told him, that Heuven 
c Belter ban Earth. The next Day being Friday, 
ker Mother aſcing her her Catechiſm, afked 4 K evhat 
Cop mate her for? She anſwered #9 ferve bm; and 
added, every ont ſhould ſerve Gop, and get Enkisr. — 
5. The ſame Day the elder Children, when they 
eame Home from School, ſeemed much affected with 
the Change in Phebe + And her Sifter "Abigail ſtanding 
by, her Mother took? Occaſion to counſel her, now to 
improve her Time, to prepare for another World: On 
Which Phebe burſt out in Tears, and eried out Poor 
WNabby ! Her Mother told her ſhe would not have her 
cry, ſhe hoped that Gop would give Nzbby Salvation; 
But that did not quiet her, but ſhe continued earneſtly 
c.Trying for ſome time; and when ſhe had in a Meaſure 
| Se, her Siſter Eamtr being by ber. ſhe burſt out 
again, and eried, Pror Eunice] 55 cried exceedingly; 
and When ſhe had almoſt done, ſhe went into another 
Room, and there looked upon her Siſter” Naoni ; and 
| Hurſt out again, crying Poor Any! Her Mother was 
greatly affected, and knew not What to ſay. One of 
the 818 eiphbours « coming in a little after, Mee her what 
He had cried for. She ſeemed at firſt backwartl to tell 
| the Reaſon? hben Mother. told: her ſhe might tell that 
Perſbfl; upen which the ſaid; the ied, Bech 5 ſhe” "was 
afraid bey <voubl go 1% Hell. ene | 
81 At Night a Miniſter; Wet vas orckfionatly —— 
Town, was at the Houſe, And talked conſiderably with 
her, of the 'Thimgs of Religion; and after 1 pes 
the fat leaning en the Table, with Fears running out 
of her Eyes: And being aſlesd What made her ery, the 
Kadir as 2binting” about Gov. The next Day being. 
Sasy, the Teemed great part of the Day to be in a 
very affectionate Frame, had four turns of Crying, and 
emed to® "endravour 8 eur" herſelf, "= * hide her 


- T1] 
of it. On the Sa3barh- Day fhe was afked Whether e 
believed in Gop; "ſhe anſwered yes: And being told 


that CartsT was the Son wr ret WERE _y An- 
ſwer, and ſaid, I #noto il. 2 * | 


From this Time there has apprnred a ery embed) 
ble Change in the Child: She has been very ſtrict upon 


che Sabbath; and ſeems: to long for the Sabbath Bay 
before it comes, and will often in the Week time be 


enquiring how long it is to the Sabbath Day, and muſt 


have the Days particularly eounted over that are be- 


twieen, before ſhe will be contented. And ſhe ſeems to 


1 


Sin; of which her Mother mentioned the following re- 


of any Harm in what ſhe did; bet when ſhe: brow 


and burſt out into Tears; and e 0 


love Gop's Houſe; and is very enger to go thither: Her 


Mother once afked her why ſhe had ſuch a Mind to go f. 
whether it was to fee fine b olkes? She ſaid Ns, it <vas mY 
hear Mr. Edward preach. - When the is in the Place of 


Worſhip, ſhe is very far from ſpending her Time there 


as Children at her Age uſually do, but appears with 
deep Attention. She alſo appears very defirous at all 
Opportunities to go to private Religious Meetings; and 
is very ftill and attentive at home, in Prayer-time; and 
has appeared affected in time of Family- Prayer. She 


ſeems to delight much in hearing religious Converſati- 


on: When I once was there with Oh others that were 


Strangers, and talked to her ſomething of Religion, ſhe 


ſeemed more than ordinarily attentive; and When we 
were gone, ſhe looked out very wiſtfully after us, And 

nn 3 i <vould cone again! Her Mother : 
ſhe, I lobe to bear t em tut 

K ee e IN POkf 5 

a akon her Eyes, and an extraordinary Dread, c 


markable Inftance, Some time in Auguſt, the laſt 
Year, ſhe went Wich ſome bigger Children, to get 
ſome Plumbs, in a Neighbour's Lot, knowing ung 


ſome of the Plumbs into the Houſe her Mother mifdly. 
reproved her, and told her that ſhe mf not pet a, | 
An. 


_evithoiut Leave, Becauſ⸗ ix vas Sin + Gov had comm 


her not ro ſtead. The Child ſeemed gr 2 1 ſurprixed, 


Won't hat. 
:beſe Flumlu and turning to her Sifter- "Eunice, very 


e dad c hen Why al you after er c, 


fra 


Plemb-Tree? 1 foould not have: gone if you had not a ted 
me. The other Children did not ſeem to. be much af- 
fected” or concerned; but there was no pacifying; 
Phebe. Her Mother told Her ſhe might go and aſk: 
Leave, and then it would not be Sin for her to eat 


them; and ſent one of the Children to that End; and 
when ſhe returned, her Mother told her the Owner had 
given. Leave, now ſhe might eat them, and it would, 


not be ſtealing. This ſtill'd her a little while: but pre- 


ſently ſhe broke out again into an exceeding Fit of C y- 
Her Mother aſked her auh made her cry again? 


Why ſhe cried zow, fince they had aſked Leave? M bat 
it was that troubled: her now? And aſked her ſeveral 
Tunes very earneſtly, before ſhe made any Anſwer z 
but at laſt ſaid, it was, BECAUSE IT 2 SIN. 


She continued a conſiderable time crying; and fail ſhe 


would not go again if Eunice aſe d her an hundred Times 3 
and ſhe retained her Averſion to that Fruit for a conſi - 
derable t time, under the Remembrance of her former Sin. 

50. She at ſome Times appears greatly affected and 


| delighted with Texts of . Scripture that come to her 


Mind. Particularly, about the beginning of November, 


the haſt Year, that Text came to her Mind, Rev. iii. 
20. Behold I fand at the Door and knock : If any Man 
Bear my Voice, and open the Door, 1 wwill come in, a fie 
with him, and he with me. She ſpoke of it to thoſe + 


the-Family, with: great Appeatance. of Joy, a ſmiling 
Countenance, and Elevation of Voice; and afterwards 
the went into another Room, where her Mother over- 


Heard her talking very earneſtly to the Children about it, 
and particularly heard her ſay to them, three or four 


Times over, with an Air of exceeding Joy and Admira- | 
tion, Why it i to SUP WITH GOD. At ſome Time 


about the Middle of the Winter, very late in the Night, 


hen all were a-bed, her Mother perceived that ſhe 


was awake, and heard her, as tho ſhe was weeping: 
She called to her, and aſked her what was the matter. 
She anſwered with a low Voice, ſo that her Mother 
could not hear what ſhe ſaid; but thinking 1 it might be 
occaſioned by ſome ſpiritual Aﬀe 


her; but perceived her to ig awake; And to continue in c 
the fame Frame, for à conſiderable Time. The nent 


Morning, ſhe aſked her whether the did not ery the lan 
AY t: The Oui anſwered yes, I tid cry 4 Hul le, 77 1 


Custer! loving her made her try': She aniwered yer, 8 


n 


thinking about Gor and CnRTSs T, and uf the 85 av me.” 
Her Mother aſked her whether 7 2 2 8 


r 


does ſometimes. 


61. She has often Hdd a great wee ee be 
Good of other Souls: and has been wont many Times 


affectionately to counſel the other Children. Once about 


the latter End of September, the laſt Ye: when ſhe and 


ſome others of the Children were in om by thein-- 


ſelves, a huſking Indium Corn, the Gili after a 


|  cathe out and fat by the Fire. 'Her Mother took Nos 


other Times. the Ob took her 


aer ſhe appeared with a more than ordinary feri 

5enfive nen At laſt the broke Siber 
. aid, I have been talking to Nabby and Eunice.” 
Mother afked her what ſhe had 255 _ them. Why 


fa the, 1 rol tm thy ey mu 6 


2 2 oj had But à httle 5. t 2 this urlu, and 
Be alabahs rudy. When N 3y came out; her 
aſked Net whether ſhe had faid that to chem 

THO che, /be Jaid that and a a ru: At 


to the other Children about the great Gntern & 
their Souls, ſometimes, fo as to ſet them into Fears. 


She was once exceeding importunate with her Mother 
td go with her Siſter Machs to pray: Her Mother en- 


© deavour'd to put her off; but ſhe pulled her by the 


Sleeve, and cem 'd às if ſhe Wofild by uo Means be fle- 
med. At lat her Mother to ker, that h inſt x 


dul pray herſelf; But, Nys the CHId, See cuil Yof 


erſtſted earneſtij to beg of her Mother to wi ber. _ 
She has manifeſted great Love to her Miniſter: Par- 
ticularly When I returned from my long Journey for my 


Health, the laſt Pall, when ſhe heard of it, the appear. 


ed very jo at the News, and told the Children of it, 

with an elevated Voice, as "the moſt jbyful Tidings; re. 

155. 85 it over and ber, Mr. Edwards ts tome bore 
dwards it c home ! She Mill continues _ 

eontant in feeret Prayer, 10 lat 2s cant be dbleryed, 

ſhe ſeems to have no Befire that ötkhers fould obferve 


ber When ſſte retires, e 


_ 1 


berred Ten Super) and every Night before the goes lo, I 
Fed, Ep ey 7 her Catechiſm, and will by no Means miſs 
it.: ſhe never forgot it but once, ad. then, after the 
was abed, thought of it, and cried out in Tears, I han: 
Jaid my. Catechiſm | and would not be quieted till her 
Mother aſked her the Catechiſm as the lay in Bed. She 
ſiometimes appears to be in Doubt about the Condition 
| $3 Soul: But at other Times ſeems to have no 
t, but when aſked replies without Heſitation. 
62. In the former Part of this great Work of Go 
amongſt us, till it got to its Height, we ſeemed to bo 
wonderfully bleſſed in all Reſpects. Satan (as has been 
already obſerved) ſeemed to be unuſually reſtrain d: 
Perſons that before had been involved in Melancholy, : 

: ſeem' d to be as it were waked out of it; and thoſe that 
had been entangled with extraordinary Temptations, | 
were wonderfully ſet at Liberty; and not only ſo, hut 
it was the moſt 1 Health, that ever 
I knew ſince I have been in the Town. But after this 

| 2 to be otherwiſe... When this Work of Gov. 

| wm d to be at its greateſt Height, 4 poor weak Man 
W belongs, to the 1 7 being in great ſpiritual Tron- 
rried to cut his Throat, and made an At- 
— but did not do it effectually. He after this con- 
| tinued a conſiderable Time exceedingly overwhelmed, 
with Melancholy; but has now of a long Time been 
n the Light of Gop's . lifted 75, 


upon him. 

63. I che later Part of Mop, it b u to be very 
ſenſible that the Spirit of Gon was ually withdraw-. 
ing from us, and after this Time ares eem'd to be 
more let looſe, and raged in a dreadful Manner. The. h 

uit Inflance wherein it a 'd, was a Perſon's putting 
an End to. his own. Eon cutting his Throat. He 
was a Gentleman of more chan common Underftand- 
ing, of ſtrict Morals, religious i in his Behaviour, and an 
uſeful hononrable Perſon in the Town; but was of a. | 
| that are exceeding. prone, to Melancholy, and 
his Mother was kill'd with it. The News of this ex - 
traordinarily affected the Minds of the People here, and 
ſtruck them, 44 eexe with Afiboithment. After this, 
mudes in- this, ther Towns, n 


<I 


© Rrongly Tug 


ny of th 


5 4 65. Some that before were very at" i 


: and weeten d. And ſome have had their Souls exceed- 
ingly filled, and overwhelmed with Lig he, Love, and - 


wt 


ggeſted to them, and preſſed 2 to 
do as this Perſon had done. And many that ſeemed to 
be under no Melancholy, nor were under any ſpecial _ 
Trouble of Mind, yet had it urged upon them, as if 
ſomebody had ſpoke to ha” Go your own Throat, 


now is 4 good Opportunity. Now ; now! 80 that they 
Were obliged to fight with all their Might to reſiſt it, 


and yet no Reaſon ſuggeſted to em why they ſhould do it. 
64. After theſe Things the Inſtances of Converſion 


were rare in compariſon of what they had been, (tho 
. thar remarkable Inſtance of the littie Child was after 


this ;) and the Spirit of Gap appeared ſenſibly with- 
drawing from all Parts of the Country: But Religion 


remained here, and I beheve in ſome other Places, the 


main Subject of Converſation, for ſeveral Months: 
And there were ſome I urns, wherein Gop's Work 
ſeemed ſomething to revive, and we were ready 


to hope that all was going to be renewed again: yet in 
the main there was a gradual Decline of Woe general, 


engaged, lively Spirit in Religion, which had been be- 


fore. But as to thoſe that have been thought to be 
converted among us, in this Time, they generally ſeem 


to be Perſons that have had an abiding Change wrought 
on them : I have had particular Acquaintance with ma- 
| ſince, and they appear t6 have a new Senſe 
„ new Apprehenſions and Views of Gop, of 


of Thi 


\ . the Divine Attributes, and Je/us Chrift, and the great 


'Things/of the Goſpel: They have a new Senſe of the 


Truth of them, and they affect them in a new manner; 5 


tho? it is Mery far from being always alike with them; 
The WA, an ' inward Ardor and Burning of Heart, 
the like to 1 they never experienced before: They 
bave new A petites, new Breathings and Pantings of 
Heart, and roanings that cannot be uttered. There i is 
a new kind of inward Labour and Struggle « of No, to- 

wards Heaven yr. Holineſs. ..* / { (868 


Temper and iers ſeem to be remarkably 7 ome, 


Comfort, long ſince the Work of God, "ceaſed to be 


my ſo remarkably carried on in a ge Way: And there 
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